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Fiscal Implications:  The Department of Health (Department) would need resources to support the 1 

task force that is covered under this measure and defers to the Governor’s Supplemental Budget 2 

Request for appropriation priorities.   3 

Department Testimony:  The Department has always been an advocate for water reuse provided 4 

that public health and water resources are not compromised.  Water reuse has become more 5 

significant due to the state’s growing population, limited potable water resources, and wastewater 6 

disposal issues.  As water energy demands and environmental needs grow, water reuse will play a 7 

greater role in our overall water supply.  By working together to overcome obstacles, water reuse, 8 

along with water conservation and efficiency, can help us to sustainably manage our vital water 9 

resources.  Therefore, the Department supports this measure that involves the development of a task 10 

force that will identify barriers and solutions to expand water reuse in the State. 11 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 12 
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SENATE	COMMITTEE	ON	COMMERCE,	CONSUMER	PROTECTION,	&	HEALTH	
Tuesday,	April	3,	2018	—	10:00	a.m.	—	Room	229	

	
Ulupono	Initiative	Strongly	Supports	SR	74	SD	1,	Requests	the	Department	of	Health	
to	Convene	a	Task	Force	to	Identify	Barriers	and	Solutions	to	Expanded	Water	Reuse	
in	the	State	
	
Dear	Chair	Baker,	Vice	Chair	Tokuda,	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
My	name	is	Kyle	Datta	and	I	am	General	Partner	of	Ulupono	Initiative,	a	Hawai‘i-based	
impact	investment	firm	that	strives	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	for	the	people	of	Hawai‘i	
by	working	toward	solutions	that	create	more	locally	produced	food;	increase	affordable,	
clean,	renewable	energy;	and	better	management	of	waste	and	fresh	water.	Ulupono	
believes	that	self-sufficiency	is	essential	to	our	future	prosperity	and	will	help	shape	a	
future	where	economic	progress	and	mission-focused	impact	can	work	hand	in	hand.	
	
Ulupono	strongly	supports	SR	74	SD	1,	which	requests	the	Department	of	Health	to	
convene	a	task	force	to	identify	barriers	and	solutions	to	expanded	water	reuse	in	Hawai‘i.	
	
Water	is	the	most	important	natural	resource	and	critical	to	the	survival	of	the	people	of	
Hawai‘i.	Therefore,	water	must	be	protected	and	managed	in	a	diligent	manner.	Water	
reuse	is	often	the	most	environmentally	prudent	method	of	using	water.	
	
Ulupono	supports	this	resolution	to	convene	a	task	force	of	experts	to	identify	barriers	and	
solutions	for	increased	water	reuse.	Water	stakeholders,	including	regulators,	often	work	
in	silos	and	having	these	entities	interact	together	will	lead	to	better	outcomes.	
	
Hawai‘i’s	agricultural	industry	relies	on	a	constant	supply	of	water	as	farmers	and	ranchers	
often	struggle	to	keep	their	businesses	alive.	In	recent	years,	the	state	has	suffered	through	
severe	drought	conditions	including	a	two	to	three	decade	downward	trend	in	rainfall,	
which	heavily	impacts	our	local	agricultural	communities.	As	droughts	are	increasing,	it	
becomes	more	important	for	the	Legislature	to	protect	our	island’s	most	valuable	natural	
resource.	
	
As	Hawaiʻi’s	water	issues	become	more	complex	and	challenging,	we	appreciate	this	
committee’s	efforts	to	look	at	policies	that	protect	our	water	resources.	
	



	
	

Thank	you	for	this	opportunity	to	testify.	
	
Respectfully,	
	
Kyle	Datta	
General	Partner	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

827 Fort Street Mall | Honolulu, HI 96813-4317 |  808.537.6333  
www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org 

  
 

Testimony of the Hawaii Community Foundation on S.R. 74 SD1 
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Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Tokuda, and Members of the Committee, 
 
The Hawaii Community Foundation (HCF) strongly supports S.R. 74 SD1, which requests 
the Department of Health to convene a task force to identify barriers and solutions to 
expanded water reuse in the state.  
 
Studies have shown that Hawaii has seen an 18% reduction in rainfall from 1978 to 2007. 
Reduced precipitation, rising populations, and increased development of our land is making 
Hawaii’s water security more vulnerable than ever. Hawaii Community Foundation has been 
a continued supporter and convener of Hawaii’s Fresh Water Initiative, which is dedicated 
to increasing water security throughout the islands through initiatives and policies in water 
reuse, conservation, and recharge.  
 
The Fresh Water Initiative has recognized that diverting wastewater to other freshwater 
applications is a valuable technique for both reusing and preserving water resources. Hawaii 
Community Foundation is in support of S.R. 74 SD1 since its passage will help identify both 
the barriers and solutions to increasing water reuse on our islands. Collaboration, research, 
policies, and demonstrations will be invaluable to reaching Hawaii’s goal of doubling the 
amount of wastewater currently being reused.  
 
HCF strongly supports S.R. 74 SD1 and we stand ready to collaborate and assist in moving 
Hawaii towards increased water reuse and strengthened water security.  
 

For questions, please contact Dana Okano, PhD, AICP, Program Director, Hawai‘i 
Community Foundation at dokano@hcf-hawaii.org. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/
mailto:dokano@hcf-hawaii.org
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Comments:  

To the Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair; the Honorable Jill N. Tokuda, Vice-Chair 
and the Members of the Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protecton, and 
Health:             
 
              Good morning, my name is Melodie Aduja.  I serve as Chair of the Oahu 
County Committee ("OCC") on Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of 
Hawaii.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on SR74 
SD1  requesting the Department of Health to convene a task force to identify barriers 
and solutions to expanded water reuse in the State. 
               The OCC on Legislative Priorities is in favor of SR74 SD1  and supports its 
passage.                 
               SR74 SD1 requests the Department of Health to convene a task force to 
identify barriers and solutions to expanded water reuse in the State by: (1)  collaborating 
with other federal, state, and county agencies and private entities; (2) reviewing findings 
regulations are localities, and of implementing of how water reuse and gray water 
administered in other states, countries, and assess the feasibility similar regulations in 
Hawai'i; (3)  
examining proposed language for future regulation or policy changes in Hawai'i; and (4) 
identifying and ranking potential demonstration projects for water reuse in Hawai'i.   
            Specifically, the Platform of the DPH provides that "[t]o ensure wise use and 
equitable distribution of our precious water, we must stress water conservation and 
alternative patterns of water treatment and consumption such as the use of recycled 
water for irrigation, water storage reservoirs, and the use of catchment systems by the 
public. (Platform of the DPH, P. 2, Lines 93-95 (2016)).             

             Given that SR74 SD1  requests the Department of Health to convene a task 
force to identify barriers and solutions to expanded water reuse in the State by: 
(1)  collaborating with other federal, state, and county agencies and private entities; (2) 
reviewing findings regulations are localities, and of implementing of how water reuse 
and gray water administered in other states, countries, and assess the feasibility similar 
regulations in Hawai'i; (3)  



examining proposed language for future regulation or policy changes in Hawai'i; and (4) 
identifying and ranking potential demonstration projects for water reuse in Hawai'i, it is 
the position of the OCC on Legislative Priorities to support this measure.               
            Thank you very much for your kind consideration.             
             Sincerely yours,               

             /s/ Melodie Aduja             
             Melodie Aduja, Chair, OCC on Legislative Priorities of the DPH             
             Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com, Tel.: (808) 258-8889 
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Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Tokuda, and Members of the Committee, 
 
The Fresh Water Initiative strongly supports S.R. 74 SD1, which requests the 
Department of Health to convene a task force to identify barriers and solutions to 
expanded water reuse in the state.  
 
The Hawaii Fresh Water Initiative was launched in 2013 and gathered a diverse Fresh 
Water Council to develop a forward-thinking and consensus-based strategy to 
increase water security for Hawaii. The blue-ribbon panel of water stakeholders 
jointly and unanimously recommend key strategies and policies with an ultimate goal 
of creating 100 million gallons per day (mgd) in additional, reliable fresh water 
capacity by 2030. One of the goals is to double the amount of wastewater reused in 
an effort to reduce the impact on Hawaii’s groundwater.   
 
S.R. 74 SD1 will help Hawaii reach this goal through a diverse task force that is 
committed to collaboration, research, and water reuse implementation. Water reuse 
will be an increasingly important technique to utilize in Hawaii as climate change 
persists, droughts intensify, and populations rise.   
 
The Fresh Water Initiative is in support of S.R. 74 SD1 and is open to partnering 
further on this resolution.   
 
 
Respectfully, 
Tim Johns, Chair 
Fresh Water Council 
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Testimony of The Nature Conservancy of Hawaiʻi 
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Force to Identify the Barriers and Solutions to Expanded Water Reuse in the State 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health 

Tuesday, February 3, 2018, 10:00AM, Room 229 
 

The Nature Conservancy of Hawai‘i is a private non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the preservation of the lands and waters 
upon which life depends. The Conservancy has helped to protect nearly 200,000 acres of natural lands in Hawai‘i. We manage 43,000 acres 
in 14 preserves and work in 19 coastal communities to help protect the near-shore reefs and waters of the main Hawaiian Islands.  We forge 
partnerships with government, private parties and communities to protect Hawaiʻi’s important watershed forests and coral reefs. 

 
The Nature Conservancy supports SCR117 SD1/SR74 SD1. 
 
Easily available fresh water is not a limitless resource here in the middle of the Pacific.  Several 
locations in the state have experienced prolonged drought in recent years. Science indicates that the 
likely effects of climate change in Hawaiʻi will include: 
 
 More frequent and more severe storms that can increase runoff and siltation; but 
 Overall, less rainfall in many locations and therefore less fresh water; and 
 Higher temperatures that affect watershed health and can be beneficial to pests. 

 
Hawaiʻi is already exhibiting telltale signs of climate change.  UH’s Rainfall Atlas catalogues a century of 
declining rainfall and fewer trade wind days.  Summer temperature records were broken across the 
state and a record number of storms took aim at Hawaiʻi over the last few years.   
 
In response to these conditions, we must plan and implement mitigative and adaptive measures to 
ensure the resilience of our natural and human systems. Healthy Hawaiian forests that are not overrun 
by invasive species act like a sponge, collecting rain and moisture, slowly delivering fresh water into 
streams and aquifers, absorbing greenhouse gases, and reducing runoff and siltation into near shore 
waters during storm events.  Additionally, we must improve our efficiencies and reuse of our fresh water 
resources. 
 
 

The Nature Conservancy 
Hawai‘i Program 
923 Nu‘uanu Avenue 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

 Tel(808) 537-4508       
 Fax(808) 545-2019 
 nature.org/hawaii 
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